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Garden trends for 2020 
 
What plans do you have for your garden this year?  Probably you will 
slow down on the digging and, maybe, try making some mud pies by 
your new bee hotel instead.  These are among the predictions of the 
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 
 
The RHS reports a growing desire among gardeners to keep their soil 
healthy by adopting a ‘no dig’ philosophy, which limits damage to soil 
structure and wildlife.   
 
As for mud pies, the RHS hopes that more parents will tempt their 
children into the garden to enjoy themselves with simple fun, and also to 
enjoy the benefits of soil bacteria on their immune 
system. 
 
What about bee hotels?  They are just one of many 
ways in which we can take positive steps towards 
helping nature.  Gardens need to be a bit less tidy, 
with seed heads left for the birds to eat, fallen logs left 

for the hedgehogs and beetles to sleep 
in, and piles of dead grass and weeds for our woodlice and 
other small crawlies. 
 
  Gardens also need simple ponds, and plants for 
pollinators.  Clipped shrubs, manicured lawns and pesticides 
do not help nature at all. 
 

As Guy Barter, RHS chief horticulturalist says: “There’s a rising tide of 
concern about the environment…. In the garden at least we can have 
some control.  Now we are all wildlife gardeners, helping songbirds, 
helping beetles and woodlice.” 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have instructed all clergy 
to suspend public services for the foreseeable future but we will 
endeavour to keep St Mary’s open for private prayer. 
 
Our church services will not be happening on Sundays until 
further notice.  This also extends to our Wednesday midweek 
Communion and all our other activities including Bereavement 
Cafe, Babes ’n’ Tots and our Friday afternoon groups. 

*********************************** 
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The Rectory, 5 Church Meadow, Long Ditton, KT6 5EP 
Tele: 020 8398 1583 - rector@stmaryslongditton.org.uk 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
What do Atiyah, Brendan, Ciara, Dennis, Ellen, and Francis have in 
common? 
 
The answer is that they are the names chosen for this season’s 
Atlantic storms of which, at the time of writing, we’ve experienced the 
first four.  It’s slightly worrying to me that the 14th storm, if that arises, 
will be named “Noah”!   Apparently, naming a storm means people 
take more notice of it, which is good because it makes preparation 
more effective. Unfortunately research has shown storms with a girl’s 
name are perceived as less dangerous than those with a boy’s name, 
which means people don’t take them as seriously and lives are lost 
unnecessarily as a result. 
 
It got me wondering why don’t we name the good times in our lives?  
Holiday Amelia, Wedding Bertie, Birthday Charlotte, Grandchildren 
Daniel …  Perhaps it’s because all those things already have names 
attached – the family and friends who made those occasions special.  
The joyful times in our lives are the ones we share with those we love. 
 
The Bible is full of stories about storms – from the original Noah’s 
Flood onwards.  On one occasion in the Gospels, Jesus faces two very 
different storms.  In the first, he and his disciples are in a storm on the 
Sea of Galilee: the disciples, despite being seasoned fishermen, think 
they’re going to die, but Jesus calms the storm with a word of 
command.  As soon as they land, Jesus is faced with a man who has 
many “demons”: he lives, naked and raving, among the tombs, a 
source of fear for all in the neighbourhood.  Once again, with a word of 
command, Jesus calms the storm and restores the man to his right 
mind. 
 
You may be experiencing storms in your life right now and they may 
have names: Anxiety, Bereavement, Cancer, Disappointment.  You 
may be experiencing joys – I hope you are – and they will have the 
names of your loved ones but in every storm there’s one name you can 
call on for help and in every joy there’s one name who will make that 
joy complete – the name is Jesus.    
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REGULAR GROUPS AT ST MARY’S 
 

All our groups are cancelled during the Coronavirus outbreak.  
To check when they will be running again, please 

 contact the organisers or look on the church website  
 

All the groups are held in St Mary’s Community Hall behind the church. 
For more details or to arrange a lift to one of these groups, contact: 

Deirdre 020 8398 1470: Diana 020 8398 1184 
 

FRIENDSHIP LUNCH  - Friday 3rd April and Friday 1st May 1pm 
Sign up on the list in church or contact Diana 020 8398 1184 or 

Florence 020 8398 3182 to book your lunch and arange a lift 
 

MORE TEA VICAR? -  (No April meeting) Friday 8th May 2pm 
 
BOOK FRIDAY -  Friday 17th April - Mrs Hemingway by Naomi Wood 
     Friday 15th May - Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen 

 
FILM FRIDAY -     Friday 24th April and Friday 22nd May 2pm 
 
BEREAVEMENT CAFE -  7.30pm - 9.00pm 

               Wednesday 8th April and 13th May 

 

TAKE TIME TOGETHER  - 9.30am 1st Saturday of the month  
Guided meditations based on the stories of Jesus 

 
BABES AND TOTS -  Every Friday during term time between 9.15am 
and 11.30am, children come accompanied by mums, dads, 
grandparents, nannies, child-minders or carers.  Cost £2.   
Singing, activities, crafts and outside play area. 

*********************************** 

Would you like a visit? 
Are you lonely?  Are you elderly ? 

Are you housebound? 
 

If the answer to any of these questions, is yes and you would like a 
home visit, please call the Pastoral Assistants who are always willing  

to visit, provide ongoing support or a listening ear. 
You can find their contact details on Page 33 of this magazine 
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News from Nick Darby 

 
“It’s probably a hundred or more years since the Ice House in Long 
Ditton fell into disuse.  Looking at old OS Maps, it seems to have 
been in the Bankside Drive area of Stokes Field.  Usually built part 
above and part below ground, they were as you might expect, for the 
preservation of ice for use in warmer weather, an early edition of the 
fridge!   If anyone does find any part of the structure or know where it 
is, I’d love to hear!   Which brings me neatly to climate change. 
 
It’s a massive understatement to say we’ve had more rain than usual 
so far this year.   I read recently that the average temperatures in 
Europe have been significantly higher than usual.  Giggs Hill Green is 
best described as soggy and the cricketers will, no doubt, be hoping 
the outfields recover from the recent Hampton Court Half Marathon.  
One Tree Hill and Stokes Field are as squelchy as I’ve ever known - 
a real challenge sliding downhill but great for our black labs. 
 
The deluges have done nothing to assist our roads.  Recent massive 
potholes for instance on Angel Road and Rectory Lane are now 
repaired.  Frustratingly, the extra yellow lines on Angel Road and  
St Mary’s Road have been delayed due to the weather but ready to 
go down when things improve and the roadsides are cleaned. 
 
Some months ago, Surrey announced a wish, over the next 5 years, 
to plant one extra tree for every person living in the County - that’s 
around 1.2m.  Tree planting along Highways is not easy because of 
issues with utility cables.  However, I’m hopeful there is room to 
make a start at various sites along Sugden Road.  I really feel for the 
owners of one of the houses on Church Meadow who had the fearful 
experience of having one of the huge maple trees fall on their roof 
several weeks ago.  Further inspection means similar trees nearby 
have had to go.  I hope we can replace these with something smaller 
in the months to come. 
 
With best wishes for a healthy, warm and dry spring ! 
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Long Ditton Youth Club 
 
 
Toni Izard has announced her intention to 
retire as club chairman and session leader at 
the end of this term.  The decision was not 
taken lightly, but after 16 years of 
volunteering for the club, she felt it was time 
to move on.  Luckily, Glenn Sampson, 
currently the co-leader, has agreed to take on 
the responsibility of running the 
club…..provided he gets help from the 
community.  
 
Money is not the problem, the community has 
generously assisted with the running costs for some time.  As always 
it is people who are needed to offer their time from as little as a 
couple of hours per month, either as a session volunteer or co-
leader.  Alternatively,  if you don’t want to work with children, perhaps 
you could volunteer to take on managing the Facebook page or 
giving a little admin support, maybe booking activities, procuring tuck 
and equipment, organising some advertising.  Even just being a key 
holder to open and shut the doors whilst others run the sessions 
when Glenn is working and can’t attend – these are all small distinct 
tasks and not too onerous!  These tasks could be shared between a 
few different people to support the club and ensure it can continue to 
serve our local kids.  
 
Now, more than ever before, as modern technology lures our children 
into spending long hours staring at a screen, it is even more 
important that we offer them an alternative.  Their own club, a fun 
place to be, encouraging them to stop sitting at home on their own 
and opt instead for real face to face interaction with their peers and a 
chance to run around, play games and burn off some energy. 
 
Will you give a couple of hours to help keep Long Ditton Youth Club 
going for the wellbeing of the youngsters in our community?  
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You may have heard a lot of sirens sounding out during the last week of 
February in Long Ditton!   
 
We were incredibly lucky to have had an amazing visit from the Police. 
The children were able to experience what it is like to be in a police car 
or van, to be a forensics specialist, how fit you have to be to be a Police 
Officer, find out about Stranger 
Awareness and get to meet some Police 
dogs.  It was absolutely brilliant and in the 
words of several children 'the best day 
ever Mrs Paines!.'  The Police Officers 
who came to our school worked 
excellently with all of the children from 
Nursery to Year 2 and not only taught us 
all about keeping safe but, even had 
enough time to hear readers and play superheroes in the playground. 
They demonstrated first hand what it is like to be a real life superhero to 
all of our children.  We are very lucky indeed to have such dedicated 
professionals not only for the visit but working for our community every 
day. 
 
Our annual celebration of book week began with a visit from the 
Hobgoblin Theatre Company who performed 'The Greatest Fairytale 
Ever told' for the whole school.  We all dressed up in PJ's on world book 
day and then were lucky to have the author Rob Biddolph visit us to 
read his latest publication.  
 
Following on from this we had a special science, technology, 
engineering and maths week, where the children were all engaged in 
the outside environment working together to solve challenges and 
problems. 
 
Phew - this term has been a very exciting one!  
 
Have a lovely Easter. 
 

Monica Paines 



page 8      

‘I would teach children music, physics and philosophy, but most 
importantly music’ – Plato 
 
With 2000 years’ hindsight, Plato still makes sense in many ways.  A 
rounded curriculum which gives children the chance to experience the 
widest range of skills is something we firmly believe in at LDSM and 
music is a subject we are particularly proud to celebrate. 
Music can build self-esteem and self-discipline; it can relax, entertain 
and teach skills relevant to a huge range of jobs and life paths.  
Research undertaken by the University of London suggested that 
“children who experience musical training have advantages across all 
school subjects except sport…”   Luckily, we also place a very high 
priority on sport, physical education and all the benefits that provides 
too! 
 
Music has always held a special place in 
the lives of our children, but this year we 
are truly reaching the high notes with our 
children’s experiences and achievements 
under the leadership of Mrs Hart, our 
music specialist.  Our music room, 
expanded last year to allow whole-class 
teaching, is now alive every day to the 
sounds of our young musicians’ efforts. 
Whole-class lessons cover learning across 
the elements of music- pitch, tempo, rhythm and more- alongside 
essential skills such as group work, listening, feedback and patience. 
(you would  be surprised how difficult it is to resist playing a 
glockenspiel if you’re waiting your turn!)  The topics used to cover 
these skills are just as wide in scope- from blues to Bollywood, 
ragtime to reggae - our children listen, experience and compose 
across every genre we can fit in to their four years with us. 
 
Beyond lessons, the range of musical groups we offer in and out of 
school has also grown. The school is abuzz to the sounds of ukuleles, 
recorders, our ever-expanding choir and even a fledgling orchestra.  
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Next term, we’re starting our own in-house rock school; look out for the 
next chart-topper from Long Ditton in a few years! 
 
Not every student will go on to play in a band or an orchestra, but we 
know that the better children’s early experiences are in music, the more 
likely it is that enjoyment of music will become a life-long passion in our 
young people.  We celebrate their achievements in all sorts of ways too.  
Our termly coffee mornings, to which individuals and groups are invited 
to perform to parents and friends, are now such a success we’ve 
outgrown the music room and may need a hall for the next one.  We 
also have regular assemblies and performances to give children the 
opportunity, at whatever level they are playing at, to show off their skills 
to the school and their parents.  Children of all abilities are encouraged 
to come along and try clubs - enthusiasm is far more important than 
grades! 

 
To succeed in any future world, children will 
need to be resourceful and imaginative, able to 
problem solve and to think beyond the obvious.  
Music gives us all the chance to do just that 
and we hope to grow our offerings even further 
in the future to allow everyone to benefit from 
the transformational power it can bring.  

 
Hugh Hogan-Fleming Interim Head of School 

 

*********************************** 

 
"PLASTIC FREE LONG DITTON 

 
Long Ditton has now been registered as a Plastic Free community 
along with over 600 others in the country, including Hersham and 
Thames Ditton, all hoping to remove or reduce our dependence on 
single use plastics such as plastic cups, bags and packaging. 
 
To do this we will need the help of community organisations, 
businesses and individuals.  We are in the process of setting up a 
Facebook page and are planning an official launch and in the 
meantime, if anyone would like to either help or just be kept informed 
please email us at: plasticfreeld@outlook.com" 

mailto:plasticfreeld@outlook.com
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William Wordsworth 
 
 

 
William Wordsworth, the Romantic 
poet always associated with the 
Lake District, was born 250 years 
ago, on 7th April 1770.  He was Poet 
Laureate from 1843 to 1850, though 
he produced no new poetry during 
that period. 
 
In his youth Wordsworth travelled in 
France and came to share the 
radical politics of the French 

Revolution.  He also fell in love with Annette Vallon, by whom he had a 
daughter in 1792.  They were kept apart by the difficult relationship 
between England and France, but eventually met again, and the poet 
supported his daughter, though he married Mary Hutchinson, a friend of 
his beloved sister and muse, Dorothy.  He had five children with Mary, 
three of whom predeceased them. 
 
Wordsworth’s political views soon softened, and 
he never rejected Christianity.  He has been 
described as a “Church of England pantheist” 
and saw himself as a people’s poet.  He 
produced Lyrical Ballads in 1798 with his friend 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who inspired his last 
great poem, The Prelude. 
 
Many Christians, especially those in the Anglo-
Catholic movement, deeply admired 
Wordsworth.  During his later years and in the 
next generation, he was regarded as a defender 
of the Faith.  He himself seemed content that 
many found his poetry helpful in trying times. 
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Euros, koruna, yuan, or dollars in  

the collection plate 
 
You would be surprised at how many different coins end up in church 
collection plates.  Euros and obsolete pound coins can jostle alongside 
American dollars, Czech koruna and even pesos from Chile.  It just 
shows where some people go on holiday! 
 
In Bible times the Jewish people also had a collection, but it was not 
voluntary; they called it the Temple Tax.  Jews had to pay the Temple 
Tax by using a coin called a half shekel.  They could not just use the 
change they already had in their pockets, because foreign coins would 
be ‘unclean’, and anyway, pockets had not been invented.  So instead, 
the Temple Tax was paid in shekels because they were made to a 
reliable quality of weight and fineness of silver metal. 
 
This led to a roaring trade for the moneychangers, who would take the 
worshipper’s coins and change them into shekels, less a handsome 
profit.  The moneychangers would have shouted out their exchange 
rates, which would be distracting for people going there to pray.  They 
were preventing the people from praying and worshipping by 
overcharging and squabbling for business.  No wonder Jesus got angry 
with them! 
 
Back to our peaceful collections in church, we should welcome the 
funny foreign coins.  Lots of us have jars of coins from holidays abroad 
and these could even be a way of raising money for the church.  There 
are some companies which will take unwanted foreign coins for cash.  
Even junk coins have a small scrap value, as does broken silver or gold 
jewellery. 
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The Village Hall 

2, Ewell Road, Long Ditton 

 welcomes  
 sports clubs, workshops, 

meetings, societies, lectures, 
demonstrations, classes, 

children's parties. 
Occasional and long-term hire 

07804 057589 

The Village Hall Trust  
is sometimes able to make 

donations for charitable  
purposes to benefit the residents 

of Long Ditton. 
Enquiries to 020 8398 3643 Jonathan Miller M.Inst Ch.P. 

 

Member of the Institute of 
Chiropodists and 
Podiatrists 
 

HOME VISITING SERVICE  
IN YOUR AREA 

7 Fleece Road, Long Ditton,  
Surrey, KT6 5JP 

Telephone & Fax (020) 8873 7189 

 
ST MARY’S  

COMMUNITY HALL 
 
 

Now available for booking  
meetings, parties and  

long-term hire 
 

For further information  
ring - 020 8339 0008 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

 
THE DITTONS & HINCHLEY WOOD 

BETTS WAY  LONG DITTON 

 
ALL NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
HALL FOR HIRE 

for special occasions, 
Birthdays, Weddings 

 
LINE DANCING FRIDAY EVENING 

BINGO SESSIONS THUR-SUN 8-10 PM 
SNOOKER 

DARTS 
LARGE GRASS GROUNDS 
DISCOS:OUTINGS:BANDS 

 
CONTACT 020 8398 6263 

FOR DETAILS 

CROSSY’S HOME  
& GARDEN 

ALL AROUND THE HOME              
 
HARDWARE                     
 
TOOL  
SHARPENING 

KEY 
CUTTING 
 
 

 
 
 
PET SUPPLIES 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FAX SERVICE               HOUSEWARES 

 
26-28 MANOR ROAD NORTH 
HINCHLEY WOOD KT10 0SH 

TEL: 020 8398 2828  FAX: 020 8398 0433 

                  GARDEN  
                  SUPPLIES 
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MR & MRS PATEL 

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES 
FRESH BREAD AND MILK DAILY 

FRESH FRUIT AND VEG 
CONFECTIONARY & TOBACCO 

GROCERIES 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 

STAMPS 
UPS ACCESS POINT 

 

92 Thorkhill Road 
Thames Ditton Surrey 

KT7 0UQ 

Tel:  020 8398 2612 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
EASY PARKING 

 
THORKHILL PHARMACY 

Mr D Patel MRPharms 
 

Prescription collection service  
Computerised Patient Medication Record 

Advice and Help on Minor Ailments 
Prescription Delivery Service for  

the Housebound 
Homeopathic Medicines ·Vitamins 

 

EVERYTHING YOU WOULD 
EXPECT FROM YOUR LOCAL 

FRIENDLY CHEMIST 
Established 50 years 

 

Open Mon to Fri 9am - 6pm 
 

Closed for lunch 1pm - 2pm 
 
 

Sat 9am - 1pm 
 

EASY PARKING 
 

94 Thorkhill Road, Thames Ditton, 
Surrey,  KT7 0UQ 

Tel: (020) 8398 3008 
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QUIZ NIGHT 
FISH & CHIP 

SUPPER 
 

SATURDAY 16th MAY  
 

6.30pm for 7.00pm start 
 

VILLAGE HALL EWELL ROAD 
LONG DITTON 

 
Tickets £12.50 

Bring your own drinks & glasses 
 

To book: 020 8398 1184 
 

Organised by St Mary’s Church 
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The big Surprise lurking in Granny’s  
chicken soup 

 
Granny always knew her chicken soup was good for you 
when you were poorly, but she did not realise quite how 
good.  Now research has found that the traditional hot broths used in 
many cultures to battle flu and fevers pack a bigger punch than even 
the cooks realised. 
 
A range of soups, ranging from vegetable to beef and chicken, were 
discovered to have the power to interrupt the life cycle of Plasmodium 
falciparum, which causes 99 per cent of deaths from malaria.  Some of 
them were actually as effective as a leading antimalarial drug, 
dihydroartemisinin, in fighting malaria. 
 
No one particular ingredient was found to be common to the broths, but 
there certainly seems to be “evidence that they contain antibiotic 
properties”, according to one doctor.  The study was carried out at the 
Imperial College London and Great Ormond Street Hospital 

*********************************** 

 

From church notice sheets 
 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our children’s 
minister, to come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 
 
Baptisms: after Easter: the  north and south ends of the church will be 
utilised.  Children will be baptised at both ends. 
 
Coming up: Theological Open House.  We discuss thought-provoking 
topics.  Your opinions are hardly welcome. 
 
Next Sunday Mrs Brown will sing a solo at the morning service before 
the vicar preaches on the subject of ‘Terrible experiences and how to 
survive them’. 
 
Players picked for St Andrew’s darts team will be pinned to the board 
on Thursday. 
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*********************************** 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO  
BE A HOST FAMILY? 

 
Caring families with children to 
welcome Spanish students as paying 
guests  between 25th June and 19th 
July 2020.  Students are aged 11 - 21 
years and attend Language school 
between 8.30am and 16.30pm.  Daily 
transport is provided. 

 Interact with them as if they 
were a member of your own 
family 

 Discover a new culture 

 Long lasting friendships can be 
made 

 Play a part in helping students 
have a truly exceptional English 
experience 

 
Contact: Felicity Leicester 

Tele and WhatsApp: 07900  312 634 
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54 High Street, Thames Ditton, Surrey, KT7 0SA, Tel: 020 8972 9500 

28 St Mary’s Road 

Long Ditton 

Surrey  KT6 5EY 

Phone: 020 8398 2101 

Mobile: 07949 069398 

E-mail: pedder@rocketmail.com 

 Staff training 

 One-to-One tutoring 

 Small groups/classes 

 All levels from beginner 

 Nervous students welcome 

 Experienced, patient tutor 

 Word 

 Excel 

 PowerPoint 

 Publisher 

 Access 

 Outlook 

 Office skills 

 CV writing 

O F F I C E  S K I L L S  T U T O R  
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LASTING POWER OF 

ATTORNEY AND WILLS 

 

 
£195* per LPA 

(property or personal) 
*Price excludes 

Office of Public Guardian fee 
 

Standard Mirror Wills £395 plus VAT 
Standard Single Wills £245 plus VAT 

 
Tim Wilde—Solicitor 
Based in Long Ditton 
www.twildelaw.com 

 
I aim to beat any written quote from 

another Solicitor 
Telephone 020 3720 2250  or 

07810 480 180 
tim@twildelaw.com  

 
 
 
 

If you would like to 
advertise in or contribute  

an article to this 
magazine, please contact  

Janet Burton  

07810 810822   

janetpb15@gmail.com 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

 
On how to run your notice board 

 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 

 
Your decision to place a notice board outside your church seems a 
good one – and its design in blue plastic with luminous red detachable 
letters seems entirely in keeping with the aesthetics of your building.  
Make sure that it is lockable, however, as an innocent notice saying ‘all 
are welcome’ may be modified by a devotee of anagrams to say 
something far less polite by the following day. 
 
We recently replaced ours, which had disappeared shortly before last 
bonfire night.  That the Scouts’ bonfire had a board which closely 
resembled our old one in its centre was, I am sure, a complete 
coincidence.  The Venture Scouts’ collective smirk during the following 
week’s parade service did give one pause for thought, and the Cubs’ 
collapse into helpless laughter at the chorus ‘So light up the fire and let 
the flames burn’ only increased suspicion. 
 
On reflection, you may not have been wise to use your notice board to 
tell everyone your holiday dates.  Certainly, various local burglars were 
tripping over each other inside the vicarage while you were away.  
However, the note the last one left you, saying that next time he broke 
in, he would bring you something, since you had so little left, was quite 
touching. 
 
Inevitably, now that your church has a notice board, there will be open 
warfare over who is allowed to display notices on it.  Will the Slimmer’s 
Club be seen as biblical?  Why is the Ladies Guild notice twice as large 
as all the others?  Do remember that while everyone will want space to 
display their notices, no one will ever remove them once the event is 
over.  Plaintive announcements of Christmas parties in April or of 
summer fetes in November only serve to take people down memory 
lane. 
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Here’s the best way to manage a notice board: create that panacea for 
all problems: a sub-committee.  These poor people only ever exist in 
order to get the clergy out of tight corners and to make sure that 
matters are discussed at such inordinate length that every issue 
eventually dies a natural death and if even that fails, you could have a 
quiet word with our Scouts before next year’s bonfire night. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

*********************************** 

We could plant a tree! 
 
We could ask our local council to plant a tree on our street.  So advises 
the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) who has recently announced that 
the majority of the Britain in Bloom finalists are in urban areas. 
 
This is the competition’s 56th year and rather than simply judging on the 
beauty of the flowers planted, towns are this year winning points for 
increasing the number of trees in their centres. 
 
Each of the 70 finalists will be visited by a pair of RHS judges in 
August, who will decide the winners of medals, categories and the 
Champion of Champions.  Of these 70 finalists, nearly two-thirds are in 
urban areas where trees and plants have been used to regenerate high 
streets.  Leeds, Blackburn, and Paddington in London are among the 
10 finalists that have been ‘greening’ their central shopping and 
business hubs. 
 
So – in the meantime, why don’t we ask our local council about planting 
that tree? 
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www.longditton.org 
 
News from the Long Ditton  
Residents’  Association 
 
 
Elmbridge Borough Council new Local Plan - 
proposed development on Long Ditton Green Belt 
The EBC Local Plan is still working its way through the various stages. 
All the pre-draft plan consultations have been completed. Our elected 
representatives, EBC Councillors, will vote on whether to approve and 
accept the Draft Local Plan later this year. If they approve, then the 
Draft Local Plan will be presented to the public for consultation, which 
the LDRA will publicise widely. 
 

 
 
EBC Local Plan workshop at the Civic Centre, Esher  
LDRA Officers attended an evening workshop with other residents’ 
associations and local groups, to discuss and review EBC’s strategy, 
vision and plans for the future.  It was an interesting discussion event, 
where there was the opportunity to present views and opinions directly 
to Council Officers.  It was very encouraging to see that RAs were 
unanimous in demonstrating a strong desire to preserve and protect 
the Green Belt, green open spaces, make a healthier environment and 
protect the character of our towns and villages. 
 
Village Green Application – One Tree Hill and Stokes Field  
Nature Reserve 
The LDRA has been informed that both the first and second Village 
Green applications have been accepted as ‘valid applications duly 
made’.  We are now waiting to hear about the next steps from Surrey 
County Council. 
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The Local Plan and Village Green processes may seem to be never 
ending, but please do not lose faith.  We are approaching crucial stages 
for both, where public support, residents’ voices, and your contributions 
will be vital.  We will keep you informed.  
 
Speeding Issues 
Many residents have reported seeing speeding cars, particularly on 
roads such as Windmill Lane, Ditton Hill Road and Sugden Road.  SCC 
Cllr Nick Darby is speaking with Surrey Police about a speed gun 
initiative, run by residents, to help reduce speeding in our village. 
 
LDRA on Facebook 
The LDRA Facebook page membership continues to grow and is a 
great source of local information.  You can follow us and receive the 
latest updates by searching FB for ‘Long Ditton Residents Association’. 
 
Local Police 
Information on Police matters can be viewed on www.police.uk/surrey/
ELDH/. 
 
Help us to help you! 
We want to improve the way we communicate with you about important 
local events and issues.  In addition to Facebook and our website, we 
would like to use e-mail to keep you informed.  If you would like to be 
on our e-mailing list please send your full name, your road and e-mail 
address to: mark.herbert@longditton.org  All personal information 
supplied will be used strictly by the LDRA Officers only and not made 
public. 
 
Committee meetings are held at the British Legion, Betts Way, KT6 
5HT, at 8.00pm on the first Thursday of the month, except in August 
(holiday month) or in May and November, when there are public 
meetings held at the Long Ditton Village Hall, Ewell Road, KT6 5LE. 
 
The LDRA are postponing the Public meeting in May due to the 
current public health situation 

http://www.police.uk/surrey/ELDH/
http://www.police.uk/surrey/ELDH/
mailto:mark.herbert@longditton.org
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Gen Z     
 
If there was a prize to be given 
for the number of key people 
you’ve influenced before you 
are 18, Greta Thunberg would 
probably win..  She has had an 
extraordinary time of it, 
speaking at major conferences, 
going to key venues and 
meeting many important world 
leaders.  Yet she is only 17.   
She is part of the ‘Gen Z’ 
generation. 
 
Who are the ‘Gen Z’?  First, let’s set them in context. 
 
 The large numbers of people born after the ending of the Second 

World War, especially in the UK, were ‘baby boomers’, which 
was then shortened to just ‘boomer.’ 

 Births in the second half of the 1960s and 1970s were fewer in 
number; they “stopped the boom” as it were.  Then Douglas 
Coupland published his book Gen X:  Tales for an Accelerated 
Culture in 1991 and the phrase instantly stuck:  they were  
“Gen X” (born 1964 to 1982) from then on. 

 The children of Gen X could naturally be called Gen Y, and they 
were, at first but, as they were born between 1983 and 2001, the 
term ‘Millennials’ was irresistible.  Their children are all Gen Z, 
here taken as 2002 to 2020, that is, they are all 21st century!  
They weren’t born when 9/11 happened; only a few were born 
when Concorde was mothballed in 2003 and someone born in 
2005 was only 11 when the Brexit Referendum took place! 

 To put Gen Z into a church context: in 2005 39% of the churches 
in England had no-one attending under the age of 11, and 49% 
had no-one between 11 and 14.  So the number of Gen Z 
children in church is alarmingly few. 
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Thursday 5th December 
6pm - 7.30pm 

The Hubble Space Telescope 
 
The Hubble Space Telescope was launched 30 years ago, on 24

th
 April 

1990. It was named after Edwin Hubble, an outstanding expert on 
extragalactic astronomy in the 1920s and 1930s. 
 
The launch, originally scheduled for 1983, had been delayed by 
technical and budget problems and by the Challenger disaster.   
Ironically the NASA error that caused the Challenger tragedy was 
similar to the one that led to the Hubble telescope being launched with 
a defective mirror – unwillingness to accept technical warnings when 
there was great pressure from above to go ahead. 
 
In the case of the Hubble telescope, also built by NASA with help from 
the European Space Agency, a more basic machine revealed the 
problem with the mirror, but those in charge did not believe it because a 
newer, more complex machine had given the go-ahead. 
 
The problem was put right by astronauts in 1993 – the telescope was 
always designed to be serviced in orbit – and since then its position 
outside the Earth’s atmosphere has enabled it to record many detailed 
visible light images that have enabled scientists a deep view into space, 
leading to new theories in astrophysics. 
 
The telescope is estimated to remain in working order until 2030-2040. 
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 LONG DITTON 
GENERAL CONTACTS 

Citizens Advice Bureau Esher 01372 464770 
Elmbridge Borough Council  01372 474474 
Elmbridge Dial-A-Ride   01372 474944 
Thames Water Emergency Line  0800 980 8800 
Samaritans Surbiton   020 8399 6676 
Dittons & Weston Green   
Neighbourhood Care   020 8398 8600 

   

Group Contact Tele Number 

Babes ‘n’ Tots Cathy Doyle 020 8398 0715 

LD Residents’ Assn Mark Herbert 020 8398 6037  

LD Garden Club Liz Martin 020 8244 3147 

Village Hall Michelle Aveson 07804 057589 

Rainbows Lesley Sullivan 020 8398 0150 

Brownies (Monday) Caroline Spector 020 8398 1352 

Brownies (Thursday) Hannah Siebert 020 8398 0576 

Guides & Rangers Cat Smith 07738 599318 

Dittons Scouts contact Stuart Jack  07971 479740 

LDSM Junior School 
Sugden Road, KT7 0AD 

Hugh Hogan-Fleming 
Interim Head of 
School 

020 8398 1070 

LD Infant School 
Ditton Hill Road, KT6 5JB 

Monica Paines (Head) 020 8398 4398 

Long Ditton Youth Club Toni Izard 07749 633973 

Ditton Bridge Club Redvers Cunningham 020 8398 4338 

Sugden Road Allotments David Wiltshire 07718 054345 

Long Ditton Cricket Club Tom Bennett 07876 171899 

Surbiton Bowls Club Keith Stedman 07543 095070 

Editor of Lychgate Janet Burton 07810 810822 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Ministry Team 
 
 

The Rev’d Dr. Kuhan  
Satkunanayagam 
 

020 8398 1583 
(Day off -Tuesday) 
 

Churchwardens 
 

Peter Topp 
Joanne Hall  

020 8399 1004 
020 8398 5637 

Pastoral Team Call us if you need someone to listen  
or talk with you 

Pastoral  
Assistants 

Cathy Doyle 
Joanne Hall 
Diana Jemmett 
Kenneth Mould 
Judith Topp 

020 8398 0715 
020 8398 5637 
020 8398 1184 
020 8339 0933 
020 8399 1004 

Sunday Club Christine  
Satkunanayagam 

020 8398 1583 

Crèche Ann Leeson 020 8399 1489  

Churches Together Cathy Doyle 020 3398 0715 

Church Electoral 
Roll 

Janet Critchley 07748 070243 

Flowers Tessa Vallings 020 8398 4807 

Sacristan  Val Tanner 020 8974 2713 

Director of Music Douglas Tang 07733 277003  

Choir Co-ordinator Cat Smith 07738 599318 

PCC Hon Sec Penny Fussell 020 8672 0838 

PCC Hon  
Treasurer 

Kim Taylor 020 8398 1353 

Stewardship Hon  
Treasurer 

Katharine Lankey 020 8224 5170 

Parish Office & 
Community Hall 

Steve Welch 
The Parish Office 
Church Road 

020 8339 0008 
office@stmaryslongditton.org.uk 

www.stmaryslongditton.org.uk 
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             FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
              Baptism of:   Eleanor Quail     Luna Conrad 
 Mike de Souza 
  
  
 
  
 Funeral of:     Doris Primarolo 
  June Towner 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
Thurs 2nd April 8pm ````LDRA Committee meeting, RBL Betts Way 
 
Sun 3rd May 1pm      Dittons Fair on Giggs Hill Green 
 
??? May  8pm ````LDRA Public Meeting, Long Ditton  
         Village Hall 
 
Sat 16th May 6.30pm Quiz with fish and chip supper in Long 
        Ditton Village Hall (see inside front cover) 

********************************** 

 

 

ST MARY’S 100 CLUB 
 

Winning Numbers  
 

                 February                      March 
 1st prize - No.26   1st prize    No.68 
 2nd Prize -No.6   2nd prize.. No.15 
 3rd Prize - No.50   3rd prize    No.27 
 

Congratulations to all the winners! 
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REGULAR SERVICES AT ST MARY’S  

 

Sunday:    
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Holy Communion (crèche and Sunday Club) 
6pm Evening Service  (1st Sunday Choral Eucharist) 
                                    (2nd Sunday Evening Prayer) 
                                    (4th Sunday Service of Wholeness and Healing) 
                                    (5th Sunday Evening Prayer) 
6pm           (3rd Sunday Choral Evensong) 
 
 

9.15am Morning Prayer—Monday, Thursday and Friday 
 
 

Wednesday: 10am Holy Communion 
 

********************************* 

Notes for Services 
 

All services are suspended until further notice 
We will endeavour to keep the church open for private prayer 

Check on the church website 
 
Sun 5th April 10.15am Palm Sunday Parish Communion 
 
Sun 12th April  10.15am Easter Day Parish Communion followed 
   by Easter egg Hunt 
 

Holy Week Services 
 

Thurs 9th April 8pm  
Maundy Thursday - sung Eucharist with  
   Washing of Feet followed by Stripping of Altar  
   and Vigil 
 
Fri 10th April 10.00am, Hot Cross Bun service 
 
   12.00 - 3pm Good Friday service (come for all or 
   part of this service) 
 
 Churches Together in the Dittons is planning Stations of the Cross 
across all the local churches in Holy Week up until Maundy Thursday.  
These prayer stations mark the events on the day of crucifixion and 
provide a good opportunity to reflect, meditate and pray 



 

 

 


